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AS Elections Challenged for Votes: New Staff Appointed
Mary Freeman, Managing Editor 
Mary_Freeman@csumb.edu
Laura Newell, Editor-in-Chief 
Laura_Newell@csumb.edu
As opposed to last year’s CSU Monterey 
Bay’s (CSUMB) Associated Students 
(AS) elections, this year’s elections lacked 
controversy and voters.
Several members of AS purported that 
issues of time and a lack of advertising 
were to blame for the low voter turnout. 
On the flipside, AS President Robert 
Graham claimed, “on other campuses 
they are lucky to get five percent.”
Talk of a possible boycott of the 
elections might have been the cause as 
well. Students were reportedly upset about 
the deadlines to apply for positions and 
the timing of the elections themselves. 
Incoming Public Relations Director 
Randy Rigali stated, “I did come across 
a few people that were upset about the 
deadlines, and later added, “I felt that the 
whole AS elections was a little rushed as 
far as the voting process and the amount 
of time given to the students.”
The rushed process was due to the fact, 
according to Graham, that when people 
returned from Spring Break it was already 
time for elections and, “it made it hard 
for a lot of officers to get the applications 
out.” Weirwick echoed the president’s 
feelings and said that the elections were 
disorganized and had little to no support 
from student involvement.
Regardless of the low voter turnout, 
according to Weirwick people will always 
turn out to vote for their friends.
“The culture of student voting in general 
isn’t really geared towards ‘what are you 
going to do?’ it’s geared towards ‘do I 
know you?”’ said Weirwick.
Graham was enthused with the student’s 
choice for his replacement and stated, “he
[Hall] really understands the people on 
campus,” but Graham also wanted to 
mention that he did not vote for either 
candidate because he believed in both.
“I want to keep the level of commitment 
to our students, that’s what I was voted to 
do. I would feel bad if people voted me 
in and I didn’t do my job... I am the guy 
that needs to be the voice. Be the bridge 
between students to faculty,” said Hall 
about his upcoming position.
Training for the new members will be 
taking place over the summer at the AS 
transition retreat. Hall plans to improve 
AS’s communication, stating that last 
year it was not as strong. Rigali has high 
hopes for the new team stating that he 
feels they will be “more organized and 
prepared.” When asked what his next 
plan of action was he said, “That’s a good 
question... to be continued.”
An inauguration ceremony, date and 
place to be announced, will be welcoming 
new President Lewis Hall, Vice President 
Nick McGill, Financial Director Kyle 
Millerick, Public Relations Director 
Randy Rigali, Events Workgroup Chair 
Eliseo Diaz, Otter Student Union Chair 
Kyle Haggmark, Residential Housing 
Senator Margaert Tom, Environmental 
Senator Jennifer Kirkendall, Multicutlural 
Senator Jesus Lopez, Technology Senator 
Joshua Reed-Doyle, and Senator at Large 
Aaron Orsini. Legislative Director, 
Lower Division Academic Senator, 
Upper Division Academic Senator, Upper 
Division On-Campus Housing Senator, 
and two remaining Senator at Large 
positions remain open.
When asked what his next 
plan of action was he said, 
“That’s a good question... to 
be continued.”
No Accountability for AS This YearThis past December CSUMB’ AS conducted a series of reviews regarding the behavior, conduct, 
and areas of improvement of its members. At these reviews, those who had been found to be less 
than adequately performing their duties were warned to improve or else sanctions would be taken 
in the end-of-the-year reviews. Luckily for some, these reviews will not be taking place.
According to AS Legislative Director Clint Weirwick, after the raid-year reviews, which 
were not completed due to lack of attendance, the Internal Affairs Committee felt that the 
reviews were simply ineffectual. He stated, “There are definitely some people who should not 
be getting stipends and there’s other that definitely haven’t shown improvement... because 
there’s no teeth behind it [the review process] we really can’t do much.”
AS President Robert Graham differed with Weirwick on the reasons why the reviews were no 
longer taking place. He stated that, “as an organization we don’t want to pit people against each 
other,” and claimed that the reviews were too harsh. He also stated, “We realized that once you cut 
one person’s stipend you have to go all the way through to the back of tine line,” and when asked 
if this was allowing certain members to slide in order to save time and effort he responded that 
matters with particular members were being handled outside of student government.
One of the people Weirwick is referring to is Financial Director De’Lante Johnson. In his mid­
year review Johnson had been cited for unprofessional behavior as well as lack of organization. 
Recently, Johnson lias publicly, on his Otter Media radio show and personal Facebook page, 
attacked AS President Robert Graham, AS Vice President Lewis Hall, and incoming AS Public 
Relations Director Randy Rigali, whom Johnson ran against in the recent elections.
Johnson claimed he did not know why ‘ ‘everyone is making it so big,” and claimed that it was Hall 
and Rigali’s popularity on campus that was the reason people are taking issue with his comments. 
Graham responded to Johnson’s comments on his facebook, telling Johnson that “the best part about 
this is it is now considered harassment, libel, slander, intimidation and a líate crime.”
Graham repeatedly refused to comment on the issues with Johnson stating, “I don’t 
want anything between De’Lante and I or anything I’ve said about De’Lante to go into the 
newspaper because all that is doing is furthering what he is doing.” Graham later continued 
that, “I am doing my own part about that, which I do not want to talk about He will not slide, 
but I am not going to put it on public record what may or may not happen... It will be taken 
to higher beings.”
’ In addition to Johnson, there have been other members of AS who have either dropped or 
joined AS rather late in the year. For these members, and possibly with others like Johnson, 
stipends will either be fully or partially cut. Between Weirwick and Graham there seems to be 
a bit of confusion as to how this process will take place. Graham reported that stipends would 
be cut but that no notification to the student body and media outlets will go out Weirwick stated 
however, that hopefully there will be a Senate meeting held to decide the matter, and if not any 
notifications that do go out will be made a part of public record.
The reason that Graham wished to keep this matter private is that, “It’s [the review process] 
going to create drama. It’s going to make the organization look bad, as if we like to play these 
drama games, especially with the way the Otter Realm sometimes reports it.” Later he went 
on to say, “I retract my previous statement about it making the organization look bad,” he 
continued that he wanted the school to focus on the positive things that happen on campus 
rather than negatives.
In order to avoid future problems, such as this, Weirwick has promised to draft up a 
constitutional amendment for next year’s AS in order to give members more power, such as 
the power to remove a member they feel is not doing their job or hurting AS.
CHANGE YOUR CAREER 
FINISH YOUR DEGREE 
ENRICH YOUR LIFE
Bethany University makes it possible.
What Is Bethany University!
Bethany is a WASC accredited 4 year and graduate institution, committed to preparing men and women academically and spiri­
tually for whichever path they choose. Building upon the foundational principles of personal formation and character development, 
this private, unique institution has a world impact that far surpasses its size.
You Just Can’t Beat the Location!
Minutes from the beach and nestled amidst giant redwoods in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains, Bethany is at the heart of one of the best 
regions in the country: California's central coast. Our area is a haven 












Bethany offers degrees that reflect our rich heritage in providing 
education to improve the human condition. No matter what major 
you choose, we are convinced that when you graduate from one of our 
---- 3-----—s programs, this world will be a better place.
Top 6 Reasons Bethany is for - ■
1. Location, location, location. Bethany's main campus is 
minutes from the beach and nestled between giant redwoods 
and the mountains.
2. One word: Faith. Bethany has a spirit that is contagious.
3. Quality academics that will exceed your expectations.
4- Personalized attention. 12:1 student to professor ratio!
5. Our close-knit community = lifelong friends!
6. Evening classes in Santa Cruz, San Jose and Watsonville.
Three Flexible Delivery 
Models
• Traditional classroom formats on the Santa Cruz 
Campus.
• Online education 24/7- anytime, anywhere.
• Accelerated evening and weekend programs in San 
Jose, Watsonville and Santa Cruz.
We Have A Mission in Mind for You: 
BA Degrees
• Biblical &. Theological Studies • Addictions
• Business Administration • Child Development
• Church Ministries • Communications
• English • Intercultural Studies
Changing or Advancing Your Career: 
Graduate Programs
Bethany’s graduate programs are designed for working adults with 
classes meeting on weekends and in the evenings. Each graduate pro­
gram has few pre-requisites and all can re-focus your career in a new 
direction.-
• Master of Science In Clinical Psychology
• Master of Arts in Educational Leadership
• Master of Arts In Teaching
• Master of Christian Ministries
Receiving Financial Aid, 
whether in the form of grants, 
scholarships or student loans is 
common throughout the
Bethany campus. More than 
92% of Bethany students
receive Financial Aid!
It ’s Easy to Apply !
Visit us today at www.beihany.edu to request information or apply. Would you 
like to speak with an admissions counselor? Call 1*800*843*9410.
Take a Road Trip to your Potential Home!
An individual or Campus Day visit to Bethany lets you get acquainted with the atmosphere and spirit surrounding campus. Talk with an admissions counselor, check out the 
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Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has proposed the closure of 
48 State Parks including the yet to be opened Fort Ord 
Dunes State Park, located adjacent to the CSU Monterey 
Bay (CSUMB) campus.
The proposal would cut $17 million in annual support 
as part of an attempt to bridge a $14.5 million revenue 
shortfall. California’s state legislators are contemplating the 
proposed parks closure in an attempt to balance the 2008- 
2009 State Budget. Student groups throughout the state’s 
universities, including CSUMB, have fonned activist groups 
in an attempt to keep the parks open.
In 1992 the Fort Ord Base Closure Committee deeded 
990 acres of coastal lands to the National Parks Department 
as part of a cleanup and transition process for public use of 
the former artillery range. Located on Monterey Bay, the 
Dunes has 4 miles of visually pristine shoreline with views 
spanning Pacific Grove to the Santa Cruz Mountains.
California State Parks District Planner Ken Gray said 
that the long delay in transferring the land to the public 
was due to environmental cleanup including the
removal of lead bullets and unspent ordinances 
left by the Army.
“A cleanup team lead by the Fort 
Ord Reuse Authority (FORA), 
the Environmental Protection
Agency, the California 
Department of Toxic Substance Control and
the Anny prepared 
the land for 
public use,”
park is still in Federal hands and the State Park has only 
been given operational control for now.”
Although a general plan for the Dunes was approved 
by the California Department of Parks and Recreation and 
stages of transfer were approved by FORA, the park was 
still put on Gov. Schwarzenegger’s closure list.
“We are hoping that the proposal is modified,” said Gray. 
“The legislators will examine the alternatives as early as 
May 15 and there will hopefully be a budget revisal.”
Citizens and students have fonned protests and activist 
groups against the closure of the State Parks. CSUMB 
Student Public Relations Director Randy Rigali has led a 
petition effort on campus in order to gain signatures to send 
to the Governor. Rigali also organized a student bonfire on 
April 25 which was quickly shut down by park rangers.
“The park rangers were there waiting for us. They said 
that a bonfire’s not going to happen. That we are fortunate to 
be able to come out and use the running trails,” said Rigali.
If the Dunes park does open, the policy will be no fires, 
no sliding down the dunes, and no dogs on the beach. 
“These policies are part of the agreement to protect the 
Western Snowy-Plover, an endangered species that nest 
on the beach,” said Gray. “Once the park is officially open 
then the public will have complete access to the parking 
lot, paved trails, and beach but they still will need to stay 
in the marked areas in order to preserve the habitat.”
Gray noted that there has recently been some graffiti 
and vandalism near the park but asked that everyone 
contributes in taking care of the habitat and help create a 
park that all can enjoy.
Park advocates such as Huell Houser, host of the television 
series “California’s Gold,” echo the same sentiments. In a 
web cast announcement Houser stated that “our parks are 
too important to close,” and encouraged anyone interested 
to visit savestateparks.org to get involved.
Park hours for the Dunes have not yet 
been determined according to the General 
Plan. Potential park facilities include up 
to 286 parking spaces, 110 campsites and 
a youth hostel. A conservative estimation 
of potential park visitors indicates a 
maximum of nearly 3,350 visitors per day. 
The park will also have bike trails which 
connect it to the CalTrain bike path.
To express concern, letters can be sent to: 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
















For a complete list of 
California State Parks
facing possible closure, visit 
savestateparks.org/facts/parkclosures.html
Fort Ord Dunes State Park faces proposed closure
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Cell Phone Use Soon Regulated on California Roads
Elaine Schumacher, Staff Reporter 
Elaine_Schumacher@csumb.edu
On July 1, 2008, two new laws 
prohibiting the use of wireless 
telephones while driving will go 
into effect. California Vehicle 
Code (CVC) 23123 prohibits 
all drivers from using a wireless 
phone while driving, and although 
the law does permit the use of a 
hands-free device, it stipulates that 
the ear must remain uncovered. 
California joins four other states 
in enacting this law; Washington, 
Connecticut, New Jersey and 
New York. The law applies to
drivers only, including out-of- 
state drivers; passengers may use 
cell phones.
While the law may seem minor 
it may be more significant than 
drivers expect. Once in effect, 
motorists who “talk and drive” 
will be running the risk of a 
citation. Officers can stop vehicles 
for the use of cell phones, but 
whether a citation is issued is at 
the discretion of the officer.
Field Training Officer Rachelle 
Lightfoot of the Carmel Police 
Department stated that even though 
there is not going to be a grace 
period for the enforcement of 
the law, more warnings than
citations will probably be 
issued initially.
According to the California 
Highway Patrol, cell phone use 
is the number one source of 
distracted-driver related accidents 
in the state. The National Safety 
Council states that motor vehicle 
crashes are the leading cause of 
teen deaths in the U.S. For this 
reason, drivers under the age of 
18 are not permitted to use hands­
free devices while operating a 
motor vehicle.
The base fine for the first offense 
is $20 and $50 for subsequent 
convictions. According to the 
Uniform Bail and Penalty
Schedule, court fees may be 
added. If convicted drivers will not 
have points counted against their 
licenses, however, the conviction 
will remain on their record.
Although the new law does not 
prohibit drivers from text messaging 
while on the road, it is discouraged 
because citations can be issued to 
driver if the driver was not operating 
the vehicle safely. L t .
Earl Lawson of the CSU Monterey 
Bay Police Department emphasized 
that it is not their intention to issue 
citations but asked that students 
adhere to the new law.
“You have different safety 
hazards on campus, like
skateboarders, bicyclists and 
pedestrians,” said Lawson. “We 
want to remind drivers to slow 
down and obey the traffic laws.”
Once in effect, 
motorists who 
“talk and drive” 
will be running 
the risk of 
a citation.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CARMEL POLICE DEPARTMENT
Wild & Fresh...
Alaskan Halibut, Swordfish (#1 grade), 
Petrale Sole, Ahi Tuna, Seabass, etc...- 
***Grilled, Pan Roasted or Blackened***
•Free Range Steaks: Au Poivre 
(Peppered) or Grilled Filet Mignon..., 
Rib-Eye...
•Braised Australian Lamb Shank,
Chicken Breast Picatta, Pork Tenderloin 
Medallions
•Vegetarian and Pasta Dishes
•Home-made Desserts - Créme Brülée, 
Tiramisu, etc.
“...what a gem...” Full Bar Service
Penelope LaFontaint 
Monterey County Weekly . 
"... Our Congratulations to
CSUMB
Graduates...!!!”
Dinner Nightly from 4pm 
Reservations 831.883.1207 
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Native Plants ofFort Ord
FROM TOP: VW Cucumber, Abed of poison oak growing under twisted oaks, 
a fieid of lupins, native plants cultivating at the CSUM8 Watershed Insitite. 
RIGHT: Spiderweb Thistle
Is CSUMB the Right Shade of Green?
Blake Northey, Staff Reporter 
Blake_Northey@csumb.edu
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
students are concerned the 
CSUMB administration may make 
a costly environmental decision 
to landscape the campus with 
attractive but water thirsty non­
native plants, making CSUMB 
green but not the right shade of 
green from an environmentalist’s 
point of view.
Brandi McClellan, CSUMB 
Service Learning Student Leader, 
has developed a petition to 
encourage school authorities to 
incorporate native plants into 
the landscaping plan. According 
to McClellan, the Return of the 
Natives Restoration Research 
Project (RON), a branch of 
CSUMB’s Watershed Institute, 
had plans to do a native planting 
on campus in celebration of Earth 
Day but school authorities denied 
permission for the planting.
This denial triggered McClellan 
and three friends to develop a 
petition calling for CSUMB to 
plant environmentally friendly 
native plants.
“There is more concern about 
high recruitment for next semester, 
than for water quantity and soil 
erosion prevention,” McClellan 
said in regard to the CSUMB 
landscaping plans. The petition 
has garnered 75 signatures so 
far in support of incorporating 
native plants into the CSUMB 
landscaping project.
“More than anything I don’t 
want to see more lawn or invasive
plants because they require massive 
amounts of water in comparison 
to drought resistant, time tested 
natives,” McClellan said.
Although McClellan has not seen 
the CSUMB Landscaping Master 
Plan, she has heard that CSUMB 
incorporated native plants into the 
plan. But, she is concerned the plan 
“isn’t being followed as well as it 
could be and should be.”
Student questions about the 
university’s landscaping plans 
can be directed to Associate 
Vice President for Campus 
Development and Operations, 
Tony Boles, who is in charge of 
campus landscaping. According 
to Boles, the landscaping of 
CSUMB is still in an early stage 
of development.
“Currently we are in the 
embryonic stage of a landscape 
master plan. Right now, we are 
simply trying to identify various 
levels of effort necessary to finalize 
our ongoing landscape maintenance 
contract,” said Bates.
Boles also said there are plans for 
an open house in early May to cover 
the topic of “Landscaping: Impact 
on Recruitment and Retention,” a 
webcast developed by the Society 
for College and University Planning 
(SCUP). According to the SCUP 
website, there is a correlation 
between recruitment and retention 
of students and the eye-catching 
landscaping of the colleges and 
universities who are competing to 
enroll those freshman students.
Boles plans to be at the open 
house to “discuss our current efforts 
on how we propose to proceed,
in an inclusive method, with the 
development of a comprehensive 
balanced approach to the issues 
of landscaping here at CSUMB.” 
According to Boles, “no decisions 
of any kind have been made 
regarding landscape.”
These assurances may be a 
welcome relief to students with 
strong views on the university’s 
pursuit of “going green.”
According to Josh Williams, 
Earth Science System and Policy 
(ESSP) senior “native plants can 
be landscaped” and Williams 
believes that the presentation of 
native plants have the potential to 
be attractive too.
When asked about the CSUMB 
landscaping project, Andrew Stum, 
ESSP senior, said “CSUMB has a 
chance to make a name for itself; 
this is the school’s opportunity to be 
a model campus for being green.”
CSUMB students and 
community members who are 
concerned about what the 
university’s shade of green is are 
encouraged to attend the open 
house and share their views about 
CSUMB landscaping plans.
See accompanying cartoon on page 18.
-THOTOSBTGRETCHEÑMiLffi
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Pop Legend to Help Raise Money for CSU Students With Disabilities
Johanna Estrella, Staff Reporter 
Johanna_Estrella@csumb.edu
During the 23r^ annual International 
Conference on Technology and Persons 
with Disabilities, held March 12 at CSU 
Northridge (CSUN), keynote speaker and 
special guest Stevie Wonder announced 
his commitment to a benefit concert to 
help raise money for technology and 
resources for students with disabilities. 
The event was organized by the CSU 
Accessible Technology (CSU-AT), an 
organization that spans across all 23 
California State Universities (CSU).
Assistive Technology specialist with the 
Center for Academic Technology (CAT) 
and Business faculty Cindy Compeán 
had the privilege to meet Stevie Wonder 
at the conference. Compeán emphasized 
the importance of making lectures and 
education accessible for students with 
disabilities, whether electronic material 
or course handouts, and that doing so 
would be a benefit to everyone. The date 
of the concert is to be announced.
Over 4,500 people participated in 
this year’s conference that took place 
over a five day period, making it one 
of the largest international conventions. 
Conferences put on by the CSU-AT are 
available to the public in order to promote 
disability awareness and present a variety 
of styles so that everyone can learn to 
make their teaching strategies inclusive. 
According to the CAT website, Students 
with vision, hearing, mobility, learning, 
and psychiatric problems often require 
special accommodations which involve 
having their books read to them on the 
computer, using dictation software to write 
their papers, using modified equipment 
such as one handed keyboards, and 
creating enlarged text or magnification on 
the computer to name a few.
The disabilities community was also
represented at the Peace at the Park event 
held May 3. Students with disabilities 
were only a part of this event, however, 
and other clubs such as Black Students 
United (BSU), EMPOWER, and el 
Moviemiento Estudiantil Chicano/a de 
Aztlan (MEChA) were in attendance. 
Coordinator for Student Disabilities 
Resources Margaret Keith said that 
since people with disabilities have their 
own community and culture, they may 
share similar experiences with other 
underrepresented groups.
Currently, CSU Monterey Bay’s 
(CSUMB) Student Disabilities Resources 
(SDR) offers students sign language 
interpreters, specially installed programs 
in computer labs, and textbooks 
converted to alternative mediums, 
including Braille. SDR also includes 
training for students, faculty, and staff 
to learn and use specialized equipment 
and perform tasks that would otherwise 
be difficult to access. In SDR, Keith 
works to address any issues concerning 
students with disabilities, and stressed 
that students with disabilities fill out 
student satisfactory survey forms to 
help SDR know if it is adequately 
serving its students.
Both Keith and Compeán emphasized 
the importance of attending the Summer 
Institute, expected to be held June 5 
and 6 in building 18. The event is for 
faculty and staff and focuses on learning 
to teach with newer technology and 
covers accessibility, PeopleSoft, iLeam, 
universal design and more. CSUMB 
is dedicated to presenting a wide range 
of events, and anyone can learn to 
accommodate, respect and communicate 
among the small but diverse university 
community.
For more information on the Center 
for Academic Technology visit 
cat.csumb.edu.
Stevie wonder with Cindy Compeán •
ggCHAPMAN
BB UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
Monterey
Yowr Transfer Choice
Chapman University College, one of California's most respected universities 
for adult learners, is also your perfect transfer choice. Transfer a minimum of «.
60 credits with your AA degree. Chapman accepts UC/CSU IGETC lower 
division requirement certification. In addition, program specific articulation 
agreements help assure that the classes you're taking will transfer to Chapman.
With classes starting every 10 weeks, you won't have to wait long to get started 
on completing your degree and fulfilling your personal and professional goals.
Bachelor’s Degree Programs 
Liberal Studies (BA) Humanities • Organizational Leadership (BA) 
Psychology (BA) • Social Science (BA)
Also offering graduate degree, certificate, and credential programs.
Call toll-free 866-CHAPMAN
www.chapman.edu/monterey 
RSVP for an upcoming information meeting.
Monterey 99 Pacific Street, Suite 375B 831-373-0945
Chapman University is accredited by and is a member of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges.
Teacher training and credential programs are accredited by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing.
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Students Fed Up Withh Sodexo
Greg Tomascheski, Staff Reporter 
Gregory_Tomascheski@csumb.edu
Students at CSU Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) have recently voiced then- 
concerns about the campus food service 
provider Sodexo. Just last year, in 2007, 
CSUMB had the chance to contract a 
new food service provider, but Sodexo 
was awarded the contract yet again.
Sodexo, Aramark and Chartwells 
all competed for the $3 million 
contract with CSUMB.
One student group opposed to the 
re-contracting of Sodexo was Fair Food 
Action (FFA) at CSUMB, which was 
organized by students in March 2005.
The group was started due to concerns 
about the quality, nutritional value and 
affordability of the food on campus, and 
was intended to give students a stronger 
voice regarding the decisions made by 
the CSUMB foundation concerning 
food service providers.
The FFA failed to gain steam, however, 
and though many students gave the group 
their support, Sodexo again was awarded 
the contract in 2007.
The multinational corporation 
Sodexo boasts that it provides eco- 
friendly utensils, fair-trade coffee, 
organic and vegan choices.
Marco Ayala is the supervisor at the 
Dining Commons (DC) on campus. 
Ayala said he has had his job for 13 years 
and he is happy working for Sodexo. “I 
feel they treat us well,” said Ayala, “and 
we serve very good quality food.”
Many students are concerned 
about the company’s ethics," though, 
despite Sodexo being very successful 
at projecting a positive image to the 
student body with clever advertising
PHOTO BY GREG TOMASCHESKI
strategies, providing random late-night 
events, and special prize give-a-ways.
Not all students are opposed to 
Sodexo’s services on campus, but many 
have recently complained that there are 
not enough choices and the organic 
foods are too pricey.
Every student on campus must 
purchase a meal plan which can cost up 
to $1,250 per year.
Though the DC offers a variety of 
foods, Sodexo’s burgers, french fries 
and pizza are among the most popular 
meals for students simply because they 
know what to expect with these entres. 
The Otter Express (OE) offers some 
healthier pre-made alternatives but they 
are often expensive and make it harder 
for students to budget their meal plans.
2007 was the last year that students had 
a non-Sodexo dining area on campus.
Julia Ortega, a Visual and Public Art 
freshman, plays on the softball team 
at CSUMB and has an issue with the 
campus’ dining services during breaks.
“When the school is on break 
athletes are stuck on campus and there’s 
nowhere to eat,” said Ortega. One of 
Ortega’s teammates acknowledged that 
she didn’t eat for an entire day over 
break while she was on campus.
Taylor Lejins, Business freshman
lives on campus and eats 
most of his meals at the 
DC and the OE. Lejins 
said the food options on 
campus get old fast, and 
that the freshness is at 
times questionable. “The 
pizza is always there, but 
some of the food is pretty 
nasty,” said Lejins.
A year ago Lejins 
would have had a few 
more options for on-
campus dining such as the Black 
Box Cabaret (BBC), which offered 
a variety of non-cafeteria style foods 
for students and was beyond Sodexo’s 
control. However the Foundation 
of CSUMB decided to cut the food 
budget for the BBC in 2007 because 
of the deficit it was creating.
Several schools in the U.S. and 
Canada have actually boycotted Sodexo 
due to the company’s partnership with 
the U.S. Military and its business 
history with the nation’s prisons.
Turning Point of Central California 
is a program for drug rehab and 
people recently released from jail 
or prison. Sodexho routinely hires 
workers for the CSUMB campus 
through this program.
“There’s nothing wrong with 
[Sodexo’s] hiring as long as the 
employees are trained and know how 
to prepare healthy food,” said Alyson 
Schmidt, Biology freshman. “Some 
of the burritos are so greasy you have 
to stop eating 2/3 of the way through 
because the last 1/3 of the tortilla is just 
filled with grease.”
Until the contract expires and there 
is another chance at a new food 
service provider, students will have to 
settle for Sodexo.
Summer Activities: Making Cash and Having Fun
Greg Tomascheski, Staff Reporter 
Gregory_Tomascheski@csumb.edu
For those not taking summer classes, the 
next three months will provide many 
with the opportunity to work for some 
money and enjoy a break from school.
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
offers student jobs all summer long, 
some of which include free housing.
On-campus positions are being filled 
for Residential Advising, Conferences 
and Events, Alumni Center, as well as 
many more. For information on how 
to apply for an on-campus job visit the 
Career Development Center, Building 
44, or career.csumb.edu.
Brandin Toliver, Psychology 
sophomore has been a Residential Advisor 
at CSUMB for three and a half semesters. 
He recently applied for a Conferences 
and Events summer position.
“[The job] will give me housing 
and employment,” said Toliver. “All 
my plans for this summer are set.”
Eager employees are needed 
throughout the Monterey area to fill 
summer positions as well.
Many golf courses in the area are 
hiring students to caddy or manage 
the greens during the summer months. 
Caddying may be hard work but the 
local courses are known to pay well.
Kinesiology freshman, Ben Stone 
has a summer job with the courses 
Bayonet and Black Horse just down 
the street from CSUMB.
“It’s a good reliable job,” said Stone, 
“and sometimes I get good tips.”
The City of Monterey also has 
several jobs available, including a 
lifeguard position and a recycling 
technician internship. The city is also 
looking for talented individuals who
are interested in teaching one or two 
day workshops over summer.
A good place to find work in the 
area is montereybayjobs.com. This 
website offers a matchmaking system 
for job seekers and employers in 
Monterey County, making it a great 
tool for students seeking work.
Between that summer job and 
backyard BBQs, it may be tough to find 
a way to kill all the free time. Fortunately, 
the Monterey Bay area offers a plethora 
of activities for its residents to enjoy 
during the summer months.
The Monterey Bay Aquarium will be 
showcasing exhibits with exotic new 
animals, sailing and scuba adventures, 
and will feature a new behind-the- 
scenes tour. The Aquarium will 
also be open for extended weekend 
hours over the summer, and offer 
the convenience of purchasing tickets 
online to avoid those pesky lines.
All summer long students can hop 
on a pair of skates or blades and enjoy 
the floors of Del Monte Skating Arena. 
The arena is open for public skate 
sessions Thursday through Sunday 
and offers booking for private parties 
Monday through Wednesday.
Sanctuary Rock Climbing Gym in 
Sand City is another attraction for the 
summer student. Manager at the Rock 
Gym, Charles Schrammel said, “We 
offer membership and day-passes with 
discounts for students, teachers and 
military as well as extended summer 
hours.” The gym also offers rental 
equipment for new climbers or those 
who do not have their own gear.
Whether ones summer will be 
a time for work or relaxation, the 
Monterey area is sure to provide many 
opportunities for both.
Turn Books into Bucks
Hayley Alaniz, Staff Reporter 
Hayley_Alaniz@csumb.edu
The end of the semester promises 
students the chance for a little extra 
cash before their summer adventures. 
Selling back books may only net, at 
most, half of what students originally 
paid at CSU Monterey Bay’s 
(CSUMB) Bookstore. However, there
are still other ways for students to get 
rid of those books they used during the 
past semesters.
A very common way for students 
to get rid of books themselves is to 
visit the campus bookstore and receive 
money for their books. Megan Ross, 
freshman and Collaborative Health 
and Human Services (CHHS) major, 
feels that selling books back to the 
bookstore is all about convenience. 
Ross stated that a benefit to selling
books back to the bookstore is that 
each sale helps to make used books 
cheaper the following year.
Through the First Class system, 
CSUMB students are able to sell books 
in the textbook exchange conference. 
Senior and Kinesiology major Elizabeth 
Wehman emphasized how textbook 
exchange differs from the bookstore, 
“Usually there are the [books] the 
bookstore doesn’t take back or the ones 
they will only give a small percentage
back on.” Wehman stated that the 
exchange is easier than selling them 
online since you do not have to pay for 
shipping to send it.
Since the bookstore does not always 
accept every book back, students can 
use other means of selling used books. 
BookBuyers, located at 600 Lighthouse 
Avenue in Monterey, is one store 
that specializes in buying and selling 
used books. Jeffrey Parks, manager 
of BookBuyers, said that their process
involves the in-store buyer looking 
over the books, including the condition, 
and deciding whether the store can sell 
it either in the store or online. Parks 
said that when they buy books from the 
seller it would either be in the form of 
cash or store credit.
Whether students go to the bookstore, 
local shops, or sell their books online, 
students have the chance to get rid of 
those unwanted book stacks collecting 
dust in return for extra money.
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Growing Interest Forms 
in Annual Ethics Panel
Brennan Phelan, Staff Reporter 
Brennan_Phelan@csumb.edu
Sean Tibbitts, News Editor 
Sean_Tibbitts@csumb.edu
On May 7 the School of Business and the 
Division of Humanities and Communication 
held the sixth annual Ethics Panel at the 
University Center Ballroom and featured 
a number of guest panelists from a variety 
of backgrounds. This year’s theme was 
“Heroic Ethical Action: Challenge the 
Norm,” and according to the brochure was 
intended to help students understand ethical 
issues in a social and business context.
Business Advising Center advisor and 
business major senior Justin Gomez has 
gone to the past two annual events and 
enjoys going to the panel because “ethics 
are an important part of education and 
business classes at CSUMB.”
Each year there seems to be a growing 
interest in the ethics panel amongst the 
campus community. According to Panel 
Project Manager and Business instructor 
Bill Meyer 200 students and faculty attended 
the panel in 2006, while in 2007 attendance 
rose to 300.
The panelists this year are were all intent 
on informing the public about how to make 
informed ethical decisions in the business 
world as well as in life. One of the panelists 
was the United Way of Monterey County 
CEO Mary Adams, who has also worked 
with the American Heart Association and 
the American Cancer Society.
Former CSUMB student James Almeida 
was also a panelist, and his message was to 
learn from his mistake of making fake ID 
cards and to think before you do anything silly. 
Almeida now attends Butte College in Chico, 
where he works as the Business Advising 
Director of the Associated Students.
The panel also included local business 
owner Cecil Bindel, who made local history 
as the first Caucasian president of the 
local chapter of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP).
J.S. Harvey and Associates founder Jack 
Harvey was the final guest panelist, who 
founded and is an active member of various 
community organizations including the 
Salinas Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Meyer said that he enjoys “finding and 
selecting the panelists,” and feels that 
“stimulating students to make better ethically 
based decisions is critically important.”
Want a Future in  Journalism?
Join the
Otter Realm Club
Get experience and make a difference on your campus 
E-mail OtterRealmEdltors@csumb.edu for more information
Mary Freeman, Managing Editor 
Mary Freeman@csumb.edu
“La Petite Mort,” “Beautiful Agony,” coming, going!! It’s that tiny moment of 
pleasure that makes this world go round, and in the spirit of finishing off well I am 
devoting my last column to orgasms.
Orgasms have been described, in “The One-Hour Orgasm” by Bob and Leah 
Schwartz, Ph.D.’s, as “an intense, pleasurable response to genital stimulation.” 
What’s left out in that description is the pure, raw, unadulterated power of 
orgasms; they have been linked to keeping dysfunctional couples together, might 
be responsible for world peace one day, and greatly increase the chances of 
spawning offspring.
According to Ray Sahelian, M.D. stated on the website www.raysahelian.com/ 
oxytocin.html, that oxytocin, the chemical that bonds people together, is released 
during orgasm. The website also stated that oxytocin increases, “pain thresholds, 
has anti anxiety effects, and stimulates various types of positive social interaction. 
In addition, oxytocin promotes growth and healing.”
Some, like Donna Sheehan and Paul Reffell who co-organized “Global Orgasm 
Day,” believe that a simultaneous global orgasm could possibly lead to world 
peace. The plan for the day is that at the same moment everyone in the world 
would orgasm thinking of peace, in order to elicit a “positive change in the energy 
field of the Earth.” The global day was based on research conducted by the Global 
Consciousness Project, a group of scientists collecting data to register coherence and 
resonance in the world.
The female orgasm also has the added benefit, for evolutionary purposes, of 
sucking the sperm towards the egg and fallopian tube according to the “Men’s 
Health” section of About.com. Orgasms also cause uterine contractions and an 
up and down movement of the cervix, both of which help sperm make its way 
to the egg.
To feel the power of orgasms yourself Discovery Health offers a few tips in their 
informative article, “How to Achieve Orgasm During Intercourse.” According to the 
article the missionary position with full pelvic tilt, the woman on top, strengthening 
the grip, keeping legs together, and stimulating the cervix (this last one, I would 
personally opt against). With time, relaxation, and the right atmosphere orgasms can 
be within your reach.
And with this last touching moment together, I leave you with my final words 
taken from Schopenhaur: “The desire for intercourse is the genius of the genus.”
Sexual Healing. Coming and going.
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Food Shortages Cause Concern Worldwide
Noelle Blair, Staff Reporter 
Noelle_Blair@csumb.edu
Although water shortages remain 
a major concern for several coun­
tries throughout the .world, several 
new innovations are making vast 
improvements to the quality of life 
for those living in impoverished 
countries, such as the LifeStraw. 
The LifeStraw is a personal fil­
tration device used to clean dirty 
water of bacteria and viruses that 
cause many of the world’s most 
fatal diseases, such as typhoid, 
cholera and salmonella.
About 6,000 people die of these 
diseases worldwide everyday. 
The World Health Organization 
found in a 2000 reported that, “At 
the beginning of 2000 one-sixth 
(1.1 billion people) of the world’s 
population was without access to 
improved water supply... and two- 
fifths (2.4 billion people) lacked 
access to improved sanitation.”
Developed by Vestergaard 
Frandsen, a Switzerland-based 
producer of disease controlling 
products, the LifeStraw was 
created to help reach the goal of 
reducing the number of people 
without access to clean water in 
half by 2015. One LifeStraw can 
filter about one year’s supply of 
water, or about 700 liters, for a 
single individual.
It costs about $15 to donate a 
LifeStraw or LifeStraw Family, a 
larger version of the same product 
used to filter water for several 
people. More infonnation can be 
found at vestergaard-frandsen.com.
In nations throughout the world 
food shortages are common. 
However, recently they have been 
seen in the U.S., particularly the 
West Coast.
The most significant shortage 
has been rice, due to failed crops 
and hoarding by those who saw an 
upcoming problem. In addition to 
rice, many vegetables also have seen 
increasing prices, especially com.
Some scientists and organizations 
have been warning of an impending 
shortage for several years, especially 
since the rise of ethanol, which uses 
high amounts of com to produce 
the fuel.
The effects of the rice shortage 
are visible at retailers such as Costco 
and Sam’s Club, where some stores 
are limiting the amount of bulk rice 
that customers can buy.
“Quantities are hard to find,” said 
Melissa Edwards, the merchandise 
manager for the Sand City Costco. 
“It’s a company wide issue.”
The corporate office located in 
Issaquah, WA said that currently 
there is no rice shortage and that 
this is a problem that has passed.
A public relations worker for 
the company said that they had 
no comment.
Constant drought in Australia, 
a major grower of rice, has also 
led to dwindling crops that would 
have otherwise been exported to 
other countries where rice is a 
staple. As fear of the shortage 
grew, many developing countries 
began to stockpile rice, resulting 
in a shortage for other markets.
There are some people who do 
not believe that there actually is 
a food shortage. “The global crop 
is larger than ever,” economist 
Nathan Childs told “USA Today.” 
“But with some of the principal 
exporters of the higher-priced 
rices, such as India and Vietnam, 
shunning foreign sales to control 
prices at home and the cost of 
food generally going up, the price 
of rice has been climbing to new 
heights.”
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Meat Me at the Barbeque
Noelle Blair, Staff Reporter 
Noelle_Blair@csumb .edu
With summer approaching, the familiar scent of food barbequing 
will begin lingering in the air. Steaks grilled over charcoal and ribs 
slathered in a smoky sauce may be the cravings of a hungry student, 
but what is the best way to get from shrink-wrapped raw meat to 
delicious smoky barbeque?
First one must gather all of the essential barbeque tools. The most 
important, if not obvious, of these is the barbeque itself. Basic park 
barbeques can be found on-campus in North Quad, but if a personal 
one is desired the best option would be either a small hibachi grill 
or a small traveling grill, both of which can be found for as 
inexpensive as $30. Unless this grill will be staying in one 
backyard, portable options are the more than likely going 
to be the most useful to a college student. Look for a 
grill with large handles and a sturdy base. Basic tools 
for the grill, such as tongs, a scraper, and a spatula,
are usually sold in sets.
The next thing a griller will need is charcoal.
Most barbeque purists will say that charcoal 
adds a delicate smoky flavor to food. There 
are generally two types that can be found 
in the store: easy lighting and regular.
Easy lighting charcoal already has lighter 
fluid in it.
Most types and cuts of meat can 
be used on a grill. Beef is a popular 
option. Avoid cuts that say “stew” or 
“brisket”. These cuts tend to have lots 
of connective tissues, which need long, 
slow cooking methods to be dissolved.
Fish fillets and chicken are also great 
options on the grill.
To ensure- that the meat will not stick 
to the grill, mb cooking oil on it before 
the charcoal is lit. The best flavors for any 
meat are simple so try a dusting of salt and 
fresh ground pepper. For a little more kick, 
considering picking up or making a mb, a 
powdered seasoning often rubbed on meat for 
barbeque. Barbeque sauce can also be used but is 
often too sweet and mask the flavor of the meat.
For more tips on barbequing and grill, visit www. 
barbequen.com.
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Capitalizing on a "Tragic" Capstone
Elaine Schumacher, Staff Reporter 
Elaine_Schumacher@csumb.edu
Human Communication (HCOM) 
senior Jessica Stone can now add 
published author to her resume. Her 
book and capstone project, “Rock 
and Roll Tragedy,” published by 
Xlibris, was released on April 30.
“Rock and Roll Tragedy” is a 
story about a rich and powerful 
music business icon, Peter Connor, 
who is living the epitome of the 
excessive rock and roll lifestyle. 
He sees Savannah, a young and 
beautiful girl working in a coffee 
shop. Mesmerized by her youth 
and beauty he is unable to resist
the challenge of winning her heart. 
Savannah sees Peter Connor as her 
way out of poverty and he sees her 
as the youth he no longer possesses.
Stone described her book as a 
contemporary tragedy, “the book is 
a fictional story about the raw and 
seedy side of the music business,” 
said Stone.
As a native of Las Vegas, the 
idea for the book came to her in 
2006 when she was at home for the 
summer and her friend, who worked 
at a well-known hotel resort, invited 
her to a show. Stone had a front row 
seat to the backstage life of the music 
business. She observed everything, 
from the show producers, to the
female groupies, to the “techies,” 
who had their own language.
Stone said that occasionally she 
took a break from writing but never 
had a problem writing the next 
chapter because she felt this story 
needed to be told.
‘Tor the past two years, Jessica 
has served as a peer advisor,” said 
Dr. Qun Wang, HCOM professor. 
In addition to maintaining an honor 
student grade point average, she 
has helped many HCOM students 
with their individual learning plans, 
personal, academic and social goals 
as a HCOM peer advisor.
As a student of the Literature and 
Film concentration, she has formed
her capstone project by relating her 
book, “Rock and Roll Tragedy” 
to Aristotelian theory on tragedy 
where the main character, a noble 
person, incites pity and fear in the 
reader, the distinctive mark of tragic 
imitation. “The capstone project 
has paradigmatically demonstrated 
Jessica’s understanding of and 
familiarity with literary theories 
and their application to literary 
analysis,” said Dr. Wang.
“The experience of writing a book 
and having it published is surreal 
because a book is an eternal piece of 
work that will be here for all time,” 
said Stone. “This is my first book 
and I am thinking about the next 
one. I want to thank the HCOM 
faculty who consistently foster the 









“Rock and Roll Tragedy” is 
available for $15.99 at www. 
Xlibris. com/Rock&Rolltragedy. 
html, it will be available at over 
200 websites at a later date.
CAPSTONE FESTIVAL SPRING 2OO8
Thursday May 8
Master of Public Policy
Moss Landing Marine Labs 
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday May 12
Master of Arts in Education
Meeting House (Building 98) 
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday May 15
Global Studies (in conjunction 
with Social and Behavioral 
Sciences)
University Center, Ballroom 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Kinesiology
Media Learning Center 
(Building 18), Room 118 
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Music and Performing Arts
Music Hall (Building 30)
11:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Liberal Studies
University Center, Conference Rooms 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Master of Science in
Management and Information 
Technology
Media Learning Center (Building 18), 
Room 118
5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Service Learning
Spotlight on Service
University Center, Living Room 
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Social and Behavioral Sciences (in
conjunction with Global Studies) 
University Center, Ballroom 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
World Languages and Cultures
World Languages and Cultures Building 
(Building 49), Room 118 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Friday May 16
Business Administration
University Center, Conference Rooms 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Collaborative Health and Human 
Services
Collaborative Health and Human 
Services Building 
(Building 86D)
10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Earth Systems Science & Policy
University Center, Living Room 
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Human Communications
University Center, Ballroom 
1:00 p.m: - 4:00 p.m.
Mathematics Chapman Science
Academic Center (Building 53),
Room S222
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Telecommunications, Multimedia, 
and Applied Computing
Media Learning Center 
(Building 18), Room 118 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Teledramatic Arts and 
Technology
World Theater (Building 28) 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Visual and Public Arts
Visual and Public Art (Buildings 
70 and 71)
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
World Languages and Cultures
World Languages and Cultures 
(Building 49), Room 118 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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Spring Formal: Extraordinarily Epic
Mary Freeman, Managing Editor 
Mary_Freeman@csumb.edu
Regardless of the change of location 
CSU Monterey Bay’s (CSUMB) 
2008 Spring Formal went off with 
few to no glitches. Held in the 
University Center (UC), the event 
dominated the UC Ballroom, the 
UC Conference Room and the Otter 
Bay Restaurant (OBR).
In the Ballroom various hip-hop 
and pop songs were played while 
the UC lobby was taken over by 
student DJs spinning techno beats. 
The student DJs performed atop a 
massive, round, three-tiered stage 
that towered over the at first sparse 
group of dancing students. The UC 
Ballroom however was relatively 
packed throughout the night.
The OBR was reserved 
specifically for those over the
age of 21 as alcohol was being 
served. A common complaint 
amongst students, such as Rose 
Fellom-Morris, fourth year Human 
Communication major, was that 
the beer and wine-only drink menu 
was unsatisfactory and that the 
three bartenders were overworked 
and unable to serve drinks fast 
enough. Greg Lehr, Associated 
Students (AS) advisor, who helped 
coordinate the event stated that 
school officials did not intend on 
getting students drunk as quickly as 
possible, but rather to serve students 
at a responsible rate. Regardless of 
the fact that many students arrived 
to the dance already inebriated, 
according to Lehr, only one student 
was sent home in order for her, “to 
take care of her health.”
The first event that the UC has 
ever held of this magnitude, a
generator had to be rented in order 
to power everything that went into 
the formal. In addition to the two 
DJ’s the dance was filled with 
lights, artificial snow and smoke, 
and ice sculptures.
In his debut to CSUMB, chef 
to the stars, Harold Jensen (Chef 
Harold), formerly of Caesar’s 
Palace Las Vegas Hotel, served a 
menu created by university Catering 
Director Joyce Powell. Jensen 
stated that the portabella puffs and 
chicken Caesar bagel pizzas were 
based off of previous Oscar menus, 
in tune with the Hollywood themed 
night, but that the tequila shrimp 
were all his own development. This 
is just a first look at Jensen’s plans 
to bring a “new era of cuisine,” to 
the CSUMB campus.
There had been plans for even 
more extravaganza with live
video feed from the OBR to the 
UC Ballroom, however due to 
technical difficulties this was 
not possible. Another technical 
difficulty that occurred was the 
smoke machine setting off the 
fire alarm at around 12:30 a.m., 
according to Lt. Jay McTaggart. 
Lt. Earl Lawson reported that if 
the alarm had went off sooner the 
dance would not have been shut 
down, but since it happened at the 
11th hour it made more sense to 
send everyone home.
Regardless of the technical 
difficulties the formal seemed to 
be a success among attendees. “I 
think the Spring Formal has been 
extraordinarily fucking epic,” 
said Brian Bennett, one excited 
attendee. Patrick Mellinger, 
who came with the same date as 
Bennett, was also impressed by 
AS’s efforts and said, “This is 
the best night since last weekend, 
and if it wasn’t for last weekend 
it would be the best weekend in a 
long time.”
Dorm Room Patches Save Summer Cash
Monica Guzman, Staff Reporter 
Monica_Guzman@csumb.edu
With only a few weeks of school 
left, many CSU Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) students are stressing 
out about finals and the worry of 
moving out for summer.
While taking down decorations 
and re-arranging furniture, many 
discover damages such as stains on 
the carpet or holes in the walls in 
their rooms which may result in 
damage done to their wallets.
“The room has to be the way 
you found it,” said Rachelle Renoso, 
North Quad Residential Housing
Building 303 second floor Residential 
Advisor (RA). According to Renoso 
this means that it has to be clean and 
free of any new damages.
A few things that Renoso 
suggested to make sure of before 
the move out is that there are no 
visible or large holes and absolutely 
no nails. Students should also make 
sure to vacuum and check all their 
drawers before checking out.
According to Renoso, the person 
who makes the decision as to 
whether the resident has to pay or 
not is the Community Director. 
“During check out the RA goes 
over the room with the resident 
to make sure that the room is left 
the way it was before the residents 
moved in. The RA then goes in a 
second time with the community
director to make sure the room is 
up to standards,” said Renoso.
Students may wonder if they can 
fix damages themselves to avoid 
being charged. “If a person patches 
up a hole on their own there should 
not be a problem as long as there 
isn’t [spackling paste] everywhere,” 
Renoso stated.
Integrated Studies Special Major 
senior, Hillary Williamson knows 
of a secret method to patch up 
walls. “I know a lot of people who 
have used toothpaste and wall tack 
to cover holes,” said Willamson.
Ricky Perez, Psychology junior, 
had two damages in his room one 
year and was only charged for one 
of them. He had a hole in his wall 
and a stain on his carpet. The hole 
was from slamming the door open
making the door handle hit the 
wall. “We didn’t do anything about 
this and were charged $25 each, 
totaling to $125,” said Perez.
As for the stain on the carpet, 
Perez and his roommates just 
covered the stain with a piece of 
furniture and were never charged. 
Another quick fix Perez used 
to avoid being charged was the 
toothpaste method to cover holes 
from nails in the wall.
One student who tried to fix 
some damage done to his room in 
the suites last year is Social and 
Behavioral Sciences senior, Jason 
Weddell. “A hole was punched into 
one of the common room walls 
measuring about three inches in 
diameter”, said Weddell.
In order to patch up the hole,
Weddell put wire mesh over 
the damaged area and covered it 
with spackling paste.Weddell was 
actually charged $50 which could 
have been avoided if he would have 
painted over the patch.
“I didn’t have the time to go out 
and find matching paint so I left it, 
but I actually recently found out 
that you can go to Orchard Supply 
and Hardware with a sample of the 
wall color and get paint matched to 
it,” said Weddell.
According to Weddell, fresh 
stains can sometimes be taken out 
with hot water and soap. One 
product that Weddell suggested 
is Resolve Carpet Cleaner. This 
product can be found at Target, 
costing about $5 per can and is said






















Runs through Sunday, May 18 





SAT 10 A.M.-6 P.M.
SUN 10 A.M.-5 P.M., $8
Head to Castroville for all things 







Big name bands descend on 
Monterey for a three day weekend of 
warm weather convivality.




















Watch the boys get bucked off the 
bulls at the California Rodeo in 
Salinas. Visit carodeo.com for more 
information.
Fri 7/18
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Garlic ice cream may be beyond 
the realm of imagination, but the 
garlic festival in Gilroy is home to all 
things stinky.





$8, MONTEREY COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS
The best in Monterey County heads 
to the fairgrounds to showcase what 
they have to offer.





FRI/$25, SAT/$28, SUN/$28 
3-DAYPASS/$75
Reggae hits the Monterey County 
Fairgrounds for three days in late 
August. Big names belt out reggae 
hits under the hot Labor Day sun. 
Visit mbayreggaefest.net for more 
information.
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Details of a Dynamic Disc Golfer
Blake Northey, Staff Reporter 
Blake_Northey@csumb.edu
Monterey’s wind and grey skies do 
not deter Integrated Studies Special 
Major (ISSM) senior Kenny Allison 
when it comes to disc golfing.
Allison finds time to tend to 
his duties as the president of the 
CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
disc golf club and the co-captain of 
the CSUMB disc golf team. Allison 
started throwing a frisbee [disc] 
his junior year at CSUMB and 
said, “after the first throw, I was 
hooked on disc golf.” Shortly after 
that fateful first throw, Allison was 
addicted to disc golf and quickly 
made the CSUMB disc golf club a 
second home base.
When Allison joined the disc 
club, it was lacking in leadership 
and disc golfers were showing up 
to leaderless club meetings.
“Kenny is a great player, he has 
a great sense of camaraderie and he 
is always willing to help out other 
disc golfers,” said Josh Goldsmith, a 
CSUMB Liberal Studies senior and 
avid disc golf team and club member.
An election was held and a 
unanimous vote put Allison in the 
presidential seat. The vote and 
support of the members, “meant a lot 
to me that all those guys thought I’d 
be the best president,” said Allison.
Soon after the election, Allison 
and the other disc golf club 
members formed the first CSUMB 
Otter disc golf team in 2005, and
Allison took the trophy in the first 
Student Otter Open in the spring 
of 2006.
“I give a lot of credit to Scott 
Keasey for getting us the courses, 
[and] the baskets from the Disc 
Golf Association; he really did a lot 
for us,” said Allison.
According to Allison, Scott 
Keasey was the person who started 
the CSUMB disc golf movement 
and Allison has picked up where 
Keasey left off.
“Ever since Kenny became 
president, the disc golf club and 
team have just been moving 
forward,” said Nick Maffei, a two 
and half year disc golf team veteran 
and junior Business major. Keeping 
the momentum going, CSUMB has
sponsored the West Coast College 
Open two years running and the 
Otter team has won the Stancil 
Johnson cup two years in a row.
“CSUMB is the only school 
west of Mississippi to host inter­
collegiate play,” said Allison. 
Facing off against formidable 
opponents such as UC Santa Cruz 
and Santa Clara University, the 
Otter disc golf team is CSUMB’s 
only undefeated team. The future 
of CSUMB disc golf lies with the 
new incoming students.
“I was a catalyst to start new and 
great things, but we need people 
that can keep it going” Allison 
continued, “I hope that CSUMB 
will become the epicenter for 
college disc golf.”
Students Provide Fitness Motivation for Staff and Peers
Jessica Diers, Staff Reporter 
Jessica_Diers@csumb.edu
A large crowd of staff and students 
gathered at the entrance of the 
Otter Sports Center three times this 
month on Wednesday afternoons 
as staff waited in anticipation for 
a chance to better understand the 
dynamics of a gym. While students 
from Doctor Kent Adams personal 
training class double checked 
weight lifting routines and mentally 
prepared to introduce staff to the 
world of weight training.
“Instead of having class we’ve 
been walking over to the gym 
to teach staff strength training 
techniques. The three people 
I’ve trained have been totally 
personable and receptive to my 
teaching,” explained Lindsey 
McElrath, Kinesiology senior.
The program enabled McElrath 
to evolve from a student in class to 
a fitness trainer wanting to make a 
difference in the lives of her clients.
Through this program, students 
were able to have an impact on 
various CSUMB staff members. 
Betty Little a Teacher Education 
staff member, compared her 
students personal training experience 
to “jump starting an engine.” Little 
said that students provided her with 
a spark in the right direction and 
now her engine is raring to go and 
build some muscle.
CSUMB Advancement 
Specialist Marge Sanico said, “I 
enjoyed this immensely. It gave 
me great incentive to get out and 
exercise in different variety. I 
would recommend fitness training 
with our students on campus to 
anyone. This was just what I 
needed to get motivated.”
Kristi McMahon, CSUMB 
benefits specialist, organizes 
wellness seminars for staff on 
campus and said that the staff stated 
they wanted to practice what they 
were learning, which led them into 
the gym with Kent Adams and his
physical fitness students.
“Some of our staff didn’t have 
any experience with weight 
training. This educated and began 
to de-funk the myth of I can’t do 
it,” said McMahon. “I’ve been 
working with Doctor Adams to 
promote healthy lifestyles for 
staff members.”
McMahon stated that she has 
received only positive feedback 
from students and staff, as well as 
an obvious desire for this fitness 
outreach program to continue.
“We hope to continue this, but 
right now I am still in discussion 
with Doctor Adams to see where 
we can take it,” said McMahon.
With a little will power and an 
extra jump start from students, staff 
member’s engines are raring to get 
up and go for fitness. A new sense 
of motivation and a glistening 
sweat across faces could be a new 
beginning for staff members who 
never thought building muscle 
would be a personal goal.




5-2 @ UC San Diego Lost 0-4
5-3 @ UC San Diego Lost 1-11, Won
8-4
5-4 @ UC San Diego Won 17-16
SOFTBALL
5-1 CCAA Softball Championships team
posts 1-2 record
5-7 NCAA West Regionals
WATER POLO
4-25 WWP Championship 7th place
MEN’S GOLF
4-13 CSU Stanislaus Invitational 7th 
place
4- 21 CCAA Championships 4th place
5- 5 CCAA Championships
WOMEN’S GOLF
Women’s Golf
4- 14 Mesa State College Invitational 
2nd place
5- 5 NCAA Dll West Regionals
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Summer Fun on 
Monterey's Local Beaches
Ricky Welshiemer, Assistant News Editor 
Richard_Welshiemer@csumb.edu
Various beaches dot the Monterey County coastline.
The time of year has finally come when students no longer have to write papers, read books or sit through 
lectures. Summer break is one of the best times for students to get away and forget all of their troubles. CSU 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) students are lucky because they do not have to go far or spend lots of money to 
escape from the everyday busy world. CSUMB is surrounded by wann sandy beaches and the cool blue water 
of the Pacific Ocean. From Moss Landing to Big Sur there are approximately 30 beaches in the Monterey 
County coastline. Whether looking to go camping, swimming, walk your dog or have a bonfire there is a 
beach that accommodates the needs of every student. Here are a few of the Monterey county beaches.
Marina State Beach
Located off of Highway 1, Marina 
State beach consists of 170 acres of 
protected dunes and sandy beaches. 
This beach is popular for kite 
flying and hang-gliding. Surfing 
is allowed at this beach as well. 
There is also a boardwalk, cafe and 
observation deck.
Seaside Beach
Formerly Fort Ord land, that 
was off-limits to the community, 
Seaside Beach has recently been 
open to the public and named a 
state beach. Located on the other 
side of Highway 1, Seaside beach 
is an easy walk or nice bike ride 
from campus. There are high bluffs 
and magnificent views of Monterey 
Bay and Santa Cruz. If looking for 
privacy and time to enjoy a good 
book or just time to breathe this is 
the best beach for that. According 
to an anonymous CSUMB student 
this, is a good beach to slip away 
from the fast paced world and have 
a bonfire and drink some beers 
with friends.
Carmel Beach
The white sand, blue water and 
breath taking views of Pebble 
Beach Golf Course are enough to 
make anyone want to sit all day 
and soak up the sun at Carmel 
Beach. Not only can people relax 
in the sand all day but also four 
legged friends (dogs) are welcome 
at Carmel Beach.
Plaskett Creek
With the availability to go hiking, 
camping and to the beach, Plaskett 
Creek has just about all the options 
to have a good time. Located off 
of Highway 1 in southern Big Sur, 
Plaskett Creek offers campsites that 
can accommodate up to 40 people. 
The campsite is walking distance 
from Sand Dollar Beach, which is 
the longest stretch of sandy beach in 
Big Sur and only two miles north of 
Jade cove, a popular beach among 
beachcombers and rock explorers.
Moss Landing State Beach
Offering just about every beach 
activity, Moss Landing State Beach 
can be a fun filled day. Beach- 
goers can spend the day surfing, 
kayaking, hiking, horseback riding 
and fishing. If the days seems to end 
too fast, Moss Landing State Beach 
also allows overnight camping.
For More Information
To get more information or directions 
for these beaches visit montereyinfo. 
org and bigsurcalifomia.org. For a 
full list of beaches in Monterey 
County visit califinall.com and click 
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Lady Otters End Season With Attack
Destinie Schroff, Staff Reporter 
Destinie_Schroff@csumb.edu
The CSU Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB) water polo Otters 
placed eigth at the 2008 Western 
Water Polo Association (WWPA) 
Championships in Los Angeles on 
the weekend of April 26-27. While 
this is only one spot better than last 
season, the players believe their 
hard work and great improvements 
are not shown on the scoreboards 
but in the statistics.
“Our placement, I hate to say, 
doesn’t show much, just like the 
stats. It really doesn’t show how 
hard we worked and continuously 
trained all year long...but let me 
tell you it was a big jump in heart, 
intensity, pride, and physicality 
and it feels good,” said Stephanie 
Salvi, senior Kinesiology major.
On Saturday, April 26, CSUMB 
was defeated 13-5 by CSU 
Bakersfield. Salvi scored three 
goals for the Otters and Erin Lee
scored the other two. Goalie Jenna 
Beer made eight saves against the 
Roadrunners.
Senior Kinesiology major 
Chelsea Laning said, “our team 
was number one in goals per 
game in conference play. That 
just shows you how much talent 
and improvement we had this 
season.”
CSUMB was defeated in 
triple overtime after they fought 
against Sonoma State for four 
solid quarters and two overtime 
(OT) periods before Jenna Bole 
of Sonoma State scored with 2:03 
left, leading the Seawolves to a 
9-8 win.
Laning scored four times, 
including once in overtime to 
put the Otters ahead, but Sonoma 
scored in the first overtime period 
as well, and they eventually 
defeated CSUMB in sudden death 
OT. Beer had 14 saves.
“I felt that the team did 
awesome this past weekend.,” said
Laning. “We are tied for ninth in 
the country and first place in our 
conference. No one expected us to 
win so we just had fun with it and 
ended up keeping the score tied up 
until the fourth quarter. That was 
such an achievement in itself.”
“We showed everyone that we 
know how to play and that the 
Otters are something to think 
about,” said Salvia.
With a look into next season, 
Laning said “our offense is 
really improving as a team.” She 
explained that there are “more 
shooters in the water and it was 
great to see them figure it out 
and enjoy that side of the game. 
Our defense is also improving and 
will continue to improve with the 
amount of talented players that 
will be returning next year. I only 
see room for improvement with 
the group that is left.”
The Otters finished the season 
at 18-14.
PHOTO BY LAURA RICHESIN
Finding Exercise and 
Achieving Goals
Brennan Phelan, Staff Reporter 
Brennan_Phelan@csumb.edu
Many people tend to have a love- 
hate relationship with exercise. 
Exercise provides a vast array 
of health benefits including a 
slimmer waist line and decreased 
stress levels, but that is often 
not enough motivation to keep 
us excited about our workouts. 
When exercise starts to become 
mundane and boring, we tend to 
ask ourselves why we are even 
doing it in the first place. This 
is when motivation becomes the 
defining factor in whether you 
stick with the program, or cancel 
your gym membership.
I recently ran the Big Sur 
Marathon, an event that I spent 
months training for while finding 
a new sense of purpose for my 
workouts. Prior to registering for 
the race, I would run 3 to 4 miles a 
couple of times a week, but never 
really pushedmyself in my exercise 
routine. My training motivated me 
to not only run longer distances 
more often, but to also explore 
the world of strength training and 
other forms of exercise. I began 
to have much more variety in 
my workout routine, mixing it up 
between running, swimming, yoga, 
hiking and weight lifting. I also 
began to see much better results 
from my workouts, including 
increased muscle definition and 
cardiovascular endurance.
I would not recommend running 
a marathon to everyone who is 
lacking motivation, but training 
for these past few months has 
made me realize the impact of 
goal setting as a tool for sticking 
with exercise.
A study published in the 
December 2007 issue of the 
“Journal of Sport and Exercise 
Psychology” found that goal 
setting had a positive effect on the 
physical efforts of studied athletes, 
and that goal attainment was 
positively linked to satisfaction 
and psychological well-being.
A goal can be anything from 
losing weight for a wedding to 
completing a 1 OK race or learning 
to play a new sport. The goal itself 
does not matter, what matters is 
that the goal provides motivation 
to stick with exercise.
As I was running the long race 
up the Big Sur coast, I realized 
that my goal of completing the 
marathon had completely changed 
the way that I thought about 
exercise. During training my 
workouts became about making my 
body strong and healthy, instead 
of simply about making it look 
good. I began to care much less 
about the superficial appearance of 
my body, and instead focused on 
respecting and taking better care 
of it. My body became a tool that 
I was working with, instead of an 
obstacle that I was always working 
against in an attempt to have what 
society views as “perfect”
For those who find themselves 
becoming unenthused with their 
exercise routines, working towards 
a specific goal can have healthy 
effects on both the mind and body. 
Inspiration is an important factor 
in staying motivated to exercise, 
and there is a great sense of 
accomplishment that comes with 
obtaining a goal.
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Voting for Country, Or for Hollywood?
Qres M. Ephraim, Staff Reporter 
Qres_Ephraim@csumb.edu
Democracy is often undervalued 
by today’s generation. Whether 
suffering from laziness, indifference, 
or disillusionment, young people 
are dropping the ball. The U.S 
Census Bureau reports during the 
2004 presidential election, of the 
34 million people not registered to 
vote, 47percent stated they were 
not interested in politics, “while 79 
percent of citizens 55 and older were 
registered to vote in 2004, only 58 
percent of younger citizens were.” 
Despite the disappointing numbers, 
there are people trying to change what 
“The Daily Show” host, Jon Stewart, 
calls “democratic inaction.”
Since 1990, the non-profit group 
“Rock The Vote” has have been 
encouraging young people to make 
their voices heard through political 
involvement. “Rock The Vote” was 
founded with the aid of mainstream 
entertainers such as The Red Hot 
Chili Peppers and rocker Iggy Pop, 
in response to what was deemed “a 
wave of attacks on freedom of speech 
and artistic expression.” While “Rock
the Vote” succeeded in creating a 
new wave of voters, they created the 
foundation for what could be called 
the “Hollywood Endorsement”.
The 2004 election spawned a 
new group of voter registration 
organizations, all with Hollywood 
support. Rapper Diddy’s program, 
“Vote or Die,” was supported by many 
celebrities ranging from socialite Paris 
Hilton to R&B songstress Mary J. 
Blige. “Declare Yourself,” founded by 
television producer Norman Lear, and 
“Voto Latino,” co-founded by actress 
Rosario Dawson, were publicized and 
supported by music artists, actors, 
and major Young Hollywood players, 
all aiming to increase young voter 
participation. And today’s political 
scene has followed suit.
It seems this election has had 
more Hollywood influence than any 
other. Oprah Winfrey, arguably the 
most powerful woman in the world, 
publicly endorsed hopeful Democratic 
Candidate Barack Obama, her only 
endorsement in 25 years. And 
the stars followed suit: “Desperate 
Housewives’” Eva Longoria for 
Hillary, “The Hills’” Heidi Montag for 
Republican candidate John McCain... 
the list goes on. But no celebrity
endorsement garnered more buzz 
than the viral “Yes, We Can” music 
video created by Black Eyed Peas 
front man Will I. Am. The video, an 
Obama speech set to music, contained 
cameos from Jessica Alba, Scarlett 
Johansson, John Legend and many 
others. It is apparent that the media 
is not satisfied with simply covering 
politics; Hollywood wants your vote.
Hollywood’s political involvement 
is all good and well, but are college 
students falling for post-modern 
propaganda? MTVnewscorrespondent 
Gideon Yago gives young Americans 
credit stating, “Young voters are so 
savvy to media tricks. They can weed 
through the chaff... a lot better than 
their parents.” Furthermore, CSU 
Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Human 
Communication junior Jasdip Basra 
states that “I could care less what 
actors think about politics.”
For all of Hollywood’s tactics, 
young people are still making their own 
decisions. But this remains: America 
needs you to vote. Change will not be 
bought about on whims of the old, but 
on the strength of the young. America 
is our country; it is up to us to shape it 
into a great nation.
Go Directly to Free Parking
Noelle Blair, Staff Reporter 
Noelle_Blair@csumb.edu
Shortly before spring break, I jokingly 
told some friends that I should try to 
go the semester without buying a 
parking permit since I had not done 
so yet, and had not received a parking 
ticket. Because I have a tendency 
to be both stubborn and arrogant, I 
went against my better judgment and 
ignored the school’s parking rules.
It was not the first time I tried this. 
Last spring, after I had moved my North 
Quad permit to my new car, it flew out 
the window as I drove down Highway 1. 
For the final two months of the semester, 
I was without a parking permit and I did 
not receive one citation. Also, I never 
bought a main campus permit, yet I 
always drove to class if I had to go up to 
buildings 45-49.
Before I discuss some tricks I have 
learned, let me offer this disclaimer. 
The easiest thing to do is to just buy 
a parking permit. Despite my stellar 
record in parking cheapness, I did get 
ticketed this semester. So far, I have
received four parking citations. Do not 
blame me if you try these tips and get 
ticketed anyway.
Buy a daily permit once a 
week. If you never take them off 
of your dashboard you will amass 
a collection of disorganized little 
papers. Also, do not buy them from 
the machines that print the date and 
time. My experience with the meter 
maids is that they usually do not try 
to sort out all of the papers.
If you do get ticketed, do not remove 
the citation from your windshield. 
Usually, the parking people will move 
on if they see you already have a 
ticket. I think it is kind of like dogs 
marking their territory. However, 
much like a dog’s scent fades from 
trees, so does the bright yellow of the 
parking ticket and unless you luck out 
with a color blind meter maid, they 
will likely soon notice that the lemon 
yellow ticket is white.
Above all else, remember that 
unless you are playing Monopoly, 
there likely is no such thing as 
free parking.
Cartoon below is from "Is CSUMB the Right Shade of Green?" on page 6.
School's Puf ¿y Noche Blair |
Well, we got no class! And we 1 
Igot no principles! And we got I 
I no innocence! We can't even I 
\ think of a word that rhymes!/
¡School’s out for summer/} 
\ School’s out forever! i
Alice Cooper apparently 
never had ULR’s to make
 up-
Hey, is CSUMB 
"green"?
f No, it's 
I mostly grey.
Mo, I mean the 
other "green"!
Umm... sort of.
What do you mean 
sort of?
Well, the plants 
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ombuds [am-bu-dz] 1. One that investigates 
reported complaints (as from students or consumers), reports findings, 
and helps to achieve equitable settlements.
Dear Otter Nation,
The Otter Realm staff hopes that you have enjoyed reading the paper and will 
continue to be loyal readers. The Otter Realm staff worked hard in creating this 
newspaper and hope that as readers you were pleased.
I would like to say farewell to our Editor-in-Chief, Laura Newell, as well as 
our Managing Editor, Mary Freeman; News Editor, Sean Tibbitts; Production 
Manager, Brittany Fischer; and Advertising Manager, Jennifer Seregos. They 
are preparing for graduation here at CSU Monterey Bay and are moving on to 
bigger and better things. Congratulations and I wish you all the best.
If you would like to be a writer for the Otter Realm you can either sign up 
to be in the Human Communication (HCOM) class Otter Realm Workshop, 
HCOM 389, or join the Otter Realm Club.
Sincerely,
Ricky Welshiemer, Assistant News Editor
Stay Current Online at
www.otterrealm.net
• Lady Otters Hold First Softball Sweep
• Opinion: Credit Lies
Otter Oops
Page 8: In “Positive Role Models: Antidote for Salinas Gang Violence?” 
Gamica is supposed to read Gamica.
Page 9: In “Sexual Healing: Will Spawn for Cash,” California Cyrobank, Inc. 
is supposed to read California Cryobank, Inc.
Page 11: In “Rebelution: Rebels with a Cause,” Reboution should read 
Rebelution. Bottom left photo by Nick Kova.
Page 13: In “Monologues Puts the Spotlight on Sexual Harassment,” Hayley 
Allison and Rachel Asendorf are not in photo.
Page 20: In “Person On Campus,” Human Communications should read 
Human Communication.
Editorial Policy
The Otter Realm is a bi-weekly student publication produced by the Otter 
Realm club and HCOM 389. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Otter Realm, CSUMB administration, faculty, staff or 
college policy.
The Otter Realm serves two purposes: it is a training lab for students who 
wish to learn journalism skills, and it is a forum of free expression of campus 
issues and news. The Otter Realm Editorial Board will determine what to 
print on these pages. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit for libel, 
space or clarity.
Exploring Laura...
Reflecting the Past and 
Looking into the Future
Laura Newell, Editor-in-Chief 
Laura_Newell@csumb.edu
As I look back on my experience at CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB), 
I think of my loving boyfriend, wonderful friends, and an amazing 
experience. While writing a reflective essay on my experience at 
CSUMB, I discovered that I have grown and matured into a woman 
and professional.
Starting out as a 17 year old freshman in 2004, I was nervous and 
scared to leave the comfort and security of my home. But now, as I 
prepare for graduation at the age of 21,1 am eager and ready to move 
to a big new city full of excitement. Could I have really come that far 
in just four years?
I know that I have so much more to learn about life, but I now feel 
as though I have become the woman that I always strived to be; and I 
do not want to change my personality and characteristics drastically as 
I age and move into a career.
It made me wonder, after college are we all grown up?
With every new experience that one comes across, a new learning 
experience is also initiated. While this helps one to become better 
educated about their job, does it also make someone become a 
different person?
After a cousin of mine started a job and moved to a town where 
nobody knew her name, she found new challenges and excitement in 
her love life. Her strong personality and critical decisions allowed her 
to do away with negative men in her life and find someone who really 
made her happy and respected the person that she is.
While her knowledge continued to expand as a professional from 
the degree she received years ago, the strong woman she grew into 
throughout her college years influenced her decisions and helped her 
weed out negative influences.
While no one can predict the future, we can all hope that our matured 
personalities and further life experiences will help us guide the way 
through our always changing lives.
I started my column with the intention of bringing light to issues that 
I faced as a college-age woman and to try and find answers to this little 
thing called life. While this is my last column that I will be sharing 
with CSUMB, I will always continue to wonder and explore issues that 
I come across in my life.
I encourage the students and community of Monterey to look deeply 
into their lives and find the questions and concerns that challenge their 
minds. Then, with an open mind and eager heart, explore challenges 
and solve the mysteries of life.
Maybe we all need life’s wonders and a loving group of friends 
to sort through the negative issues that we will come across, and 
maybe, just maybe, our open minds will let us become the people we 



























































» What is 
your favorite 
park and 
what do you 
like to do 
there?
“Arroyo Seco. I went with the 
school and we hiked and swam. It 
was gorgeous.”
-Bre Abernathy





“Big Sur. I like to collect 
wildflowers and press them in a 
book to share with my mother who 
is blind but 1 tell her what I pressed 




“I love Big Sur and Julia Pfeiffer 
Bums for hiking and climbing.”
Catt Melendez
Visual and Public Art 
Sophomore
“Its a tie between Redwood National 
Park and Yosemite. I go for bike 
rides and camping.”
Alexandra Poggione
Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Freshman
s u d o k u
su do ku Isob-db’koo]
Each Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically without guessing. Enter digits 
from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces. Every row must 
contain one of each digit. So must every column, 




Capricorn- These little details 
in life really make up the whole 
picture. Instead of focusing on 
the bigger tasks at hand try and 
appreciate the small details within 
your day to day life.. .read between 
the lines.
Aquarius- It takes up a lot of 
energy to put that bright smile 
on your face everyday, doesn’t 
it? Even when you’re not feeling 
your best you still are able to 
mask those emotions...take off 
the mask.
Pisces- Your warmth is one of 
your best qualities, if not the 
best. It may seem as though 
others aren’t appreciative of your 
caring nature, but in fact they 
are...don’t change!
Aries- No one can stop you now! 
You are on the go and don’t plan 
on changing. Your positive outlook 
is great right now, attracting 
interesting people to surround 
you...keep it up!
Taurus- Exhale. Everything is 
falling into place right now for you 
and as we all know timing is key. 
Luckily that time is NOW...sit 
back and take it all in.
Gemini- Your dedication will pay 
off, I can promise you that. I know 
right now it’s hard to see that light 
at the end of the tunnel but it’s 
there.. .right around the comer.
Cancer- You’re all about spring 
flings! You have a lot of love 
to share and you don’t feel like
settling down with just one person. 
Who says you need to anyway... 
the more the merrier ;)
Leo- You little rebel you! We 
know your sneaky ways; you 
can’t pull the wool over our eyes. 
Although you’d like to think you 
can get away with just about 
anything, don’t be so sure... 
someone may know something 
you think they don’t.
Virgo- Thank Goodness for 
your calm aura, it is definitely 
needed when stressful situations 
arise. Seeing as these lasts weeks 
of school are going to be pretty 
hectic, you will be needed for re­
assurance and a sense of peace...
Libra- You need to make time 
to rejuvenate, perhaps with 
some outdoor activities. You 
need to break into something 
completely new that not only 
enhances and enriches your life 
but refreshes your soul...go 
find that new activity!
Scorpio- Your fuel tank light is 
on and isn’t going to go off unless 
you fill it back up! You are so low 
on energy you are about to shut 
down, take a little break...and 
then off you go again!
Sagittarius- No work, alllllll 
play is your motto these days. 
You are blessed to live such 
a carefree lifestyle and always 
have a great time, just make sure 
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